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THE
THOUSAND
KYOTO

A Harmonious Blend of Tradition and Modernity

words by ADAM CHAN

Nestled in the heart of Kyoto, a mere two-minute stroll from the bustling Kyoto Station, THE THOUSAND
KYOTO redefines the traditional hotel experience by seamlessly blending contemporary hospitality with subtle
nods to Japanese heritage. Its strategic location offers unparalleled convenience for travellers arriving via
Shinkansen — a perfect launching point for exploring Kyoto's rich patchwork of cultural treasures, from the
historic Gion district to the thousands of tranquil temple gardens that define this ancient capital.

What truly sets THE THOUSAND KYOTO apart is its dedication to creating a sensory journey from the
moment you arrive. The lobby exudes a minimalist yet inviting ambience — soft lighting dances across natural
materials while the soothing aroma of cypress and peppermint fills the air, creating an atmosphere of refined
tranquillity. This thoughtful design philosophy marries Zen principles with modern aesthetics, encouraging
guests to pause and breathe amid their travels.

The rooms, most notably the Superior Room, are wonderfully spacious and elegantly appointed, with
meticulous attention to detail. Guests can customise their environment via an intuitive tablet system, adjusting
lighting and temperature or requesting services without the need for direct interaction. It’s a modern touch that
enhances both privacy and efficiency without ever feeling impersonal. The thoughtful inclusion of traditional
samue loungewear and exquisitely locally crafted Arita teapots provides authentic cultural touchpoints that
transform a simple stay into an immersive experience.

Dining at THE THOUSAND KYOTO is an extension of its refined ethos. Breakfast offers both Japanese and
Western options, though the Japanese selection stands as the clear highlight — a curated affair featuring
seasonal, locally sourced ingredients that connect guests to Kyoto's celebrated culinary heritage. The experience
is not about overwhelming abundance, but rather the quiet joy of savouring quality in a serene setting.
Furthermore, guests can enjoy Japanese tea, including wa-kocha (Japanese black tea), and sweets prepared by
their patissier at TEA AND BAR.

The hotel's commitment to sustainability reveals itself through subtle yet meaningful practices —
encouraging guests to bring personal toiletries and minimising plastic usage throughout the property. For those
who need essentials, the tablet system ensures prompt, efficient delivery without unnecessary waste — an
elegant reflection of the hotel’s forward-thinking approach.

Art installations appear throughout public spaces, including a magnificent staircase illuminated by what the
hotel poetically described as a "river of light." These visual moments contrast beautifully with Kyoto's more
traditional architectural language, yet the contemporary design elements never overwhelm; instead, they
complement the cultural context in which the hotel resides.

For those seeking a stay that transcends the ordinary, THE THOUSAND KYOTO offers more than just
proximity to transport links. It is a celebration of Japanese design sensibility and hospitality excellence. Whether
you’re admiring a new art installation, starting your day with a Japanese-style breakfast, or simply enjoying the
quiet efficiency of service, each moment here speaks to Kyoto's unique ability to honour tradition while
embracing modernity.
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